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still declared himself also as quite prepared to take part in a
Round-Table Conference1 between Government and Congress
Delegates, "if it is a real Conference, where only equals are
to sit and there is not a single beggar."11 quote his exact words,
as they might apply with equal propriety to 1931 as to 1921:
Mr. Gandhi and the demands of India, which he so accurately
formulated in these works spoken ten years previously, have not
changed. What has changed is the British attitude. As that
which Morley declared to be out of all question, Responsible
Government, was conceded ten years kter by Montagu, so also
what Lord Reading spurned as preposterous, not even ten
years kter, became an accomplished fact, when Lord Irwin
and Mahatma Gandhi, neither of them as beggar, and both of
them as equals, concluded their Pact.

In the meantime things took their appointed course. Mr.
Gandhi sent on February i, 1922, a letter to Lord Reading
specifying that unless the Government proved a complete
change of heart within seven days, he would begin Civil Dis-
obedience at a small place in Gujerat called Bardoli, since Lord
Reading had broken faith with him, promising at the interview
of May 1921 not to interfere with the "Non-Cooperation
movement, provided it remained non-violent." The whole of
India with bated breath counted the days to the taking effect of
this Declaration of War. Within that week, however, of all
weeks, on February 4th, a mob of 3,000 men, led by Congress
Volunteers, massacred twenty-two policemen at Chauri Chaura,
a little town in the United Provinces. Mahatma Gandhi was
literally horrified at the news that his movement of high soul-
force had been thus bespattered with the blood of adversaries,
murdered by men vowed to non-violence. He immediately
countermanded the outbreak of hostilities at Bardoli; he even

1 Which Pandit M. M. Malaviya was anxious to arrange.

3 I quote from p. 273 of A&aiye's Life of Mahatma Go*&*, Poona,

1923.